
Lessons from the parable of Matthew 18:21-35: 

 _______________________ always begins with God, it never begins with us. 

 The blood of Christ is always the ____________________ of forgiveness. 

 A repentant heart is always the __________________ of forgiveness. 

 A forgiving spirit is always the ________________ of forgiveness. 

 The removal of sin and complete restoration of fellowship with God is 

always the ____________ of forgiveness. 

What happens when a Christian refuses to forgive? 

 They are “____ ____________” and “______ ____ ____________________” 

with the Lord.     [Ephesians 4:26-27 

 You would rather live with the “hidden tortures” than experience the 

______________ ____ ______________________. 

Why causes us to live that way? 

 We don’t see ourselves as ________ __________ ______________, and as 
a result we fail to appreciate how greatly God has forgiven us. 

 
Additional items: 

 It’s not that you can’t, the deeper issue is, _______ __________. 

Three simple statements of application: 

1. You are never closer to the grace of Jesus Christ than when you 

______________ ________ ________ ____ _______. 

2. You are never ________ ________ __________ than when you forgive 

others. 

3. You will never fully enter into ______________ ____ ____________ until 

you learn the freedom of forgiveness. 

________________________________________________________________ 

This week ask yourself: 

1. What are some things which I need forgiveness by God?   
2. What are some of the “hidden tortures” I’ve experienced in my own life, 

because I’ve refused to forgive? 
Action step: 
Write down the sins of others against you.  Then write at the top of the list the 
word FORGIVEN.  Then dispose of the list by burning it, flushing it, or tearing it 
into tiny pieces.  As you do, read the words from Psalm 103:12.  Do to others as 
He has done for you. 
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